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it has occurred, it is never anticipated. When, under the
New Poor-law, provision was made foi the accommoda-
tion of vagrants in the Union-houses, it was hardly ex-
pected that a body of tramps would be thereby called into
existence, who would spend their time in walking from
Union to Union throughout the kingdom. It was little
thought by those who in past generations assigned parish-
pay for the maintenance of illegitimate children, that, as a
result, a family of such would by-and-by be considered a
email fortune, and the mother of them a desirable wife;
nor did the same statesmen see, that, by the law of settle-
ment, they were organizing a disastrous inequality of
wages in different districts, and entailing a system of
clearing away cottages, which would result in the crowd-
ing of bedrooms, and in a consequent moral and physical
deterioration. The English tonnage law was enacted
simply with a view to regulate the mode of measurement:
its framers overlooked the fact that they were practically
providing "for the effectual and compulsory construction
of bad ships;" and that " to cheat the law, that is, to
build a tolerable ship in spite of it, was the highest achieve-
ment left to an English builder."* Greater commercial
security was alone aimed at by the partnership law. We
now find, however, that the unlimited liability it insists
upon is a serious hindrance to progress; it practically for-
bids the association of small capitalists; it is found a great
obstacle to the building of improved dwellings for the peo-
ple ; it prevents a better relationship between artisans and
employers; and by withholding from the working-classes
good investments for their savings, it checks the growth
of provident habits and encourages drunkenness. Thus
on all sides are well-meant meauswes producing unforeseen

* Lecture before the Royal Institution, by J. Scott Russell, Esq., "On
Wave-line Ships and Yachts," Feb. 6, 1852.